
 
 

June 16, 2016 
 
To Parents of Students in the Ridgeland Zone: 

 
Last week, Mr. Eric Brooks submitted a letter of resignation from his position as 

principal of Ridgeland High School.  Mr. Brooks stated that his decision was based on a desire to 
pursue other endeavors and to spend more time with his family.  Mr. Brooks served Ridgeland 
High School as lead principal for two years, and has been a faithful and productive educator for 
Madison County Schools in assistant principal positions at Madison Middle and Ann Smith 
Elementary. We wish him well and thank him for his service. 
 

Understanding the need for consistency in administration, Mr. Tim Dowdy, Principal at 
Olde Towne Middle School, has been recommended to replace Mr. Brooks.  Mr. Dowdy is a 
veteran educator in the Ridgeland zone having served as a teacher, coach, and assistant principal 
at Ridgeland High School prior to becoming principal at Olde Towne.  Mr. Dowdy is a very 
dedicated, tactful, and inspiring leader and we are excited to welcome him back to Ridgeland 
High School as lead principal. 
 

Mrs. Crystal Chase has been recommended to replace Mr. Dowdy as principal of Olde 
Towne Middle School. She has served the Olde Towne community for thirteen years, first as an 
English teacher, and for the past eight years, as assistant principal.  Mrs. Chase is an enthusiastic 
leader who is committed to the students and families of Olde Town Middle. 
 

Other personnel changes in the Ridgeland Zone include the hiring of Karen Harness as 
assistant principal replacing Teague Burchfield, who resigned at the end of the year to accept a 
position at Brandon High School.  Mrs. Harness is a veteran of Madison County Schools and 
served most recently as a District Literacy Specialist. In addition, Ms. Carla Ray has resigned 
from her position as assistant principal at Ridgeland High School, and the District will be filling 
that vacancy in the near future. 
 
  Although there are many administrative changes in the Ridgeland zone, we are confident 
that the right people have been chosen to fill these leadership positions.  We are excited about the 
future of the schools in the Ridgeland zone, and pledge all of the District’s resources to help 
them continue their tradition of excellence. 
 
Yours in Education, 
 
Ronnie McGehee, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 



 


